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JUNIOR CHAMBER INTERNATIONAL (JCI)
INTERNATIONAL DEBATING COMPETITION

RULES

1. A NOM may register up to two teams. Each team shall consist of two speakers and a coach. During the various rounds of the competition, the positions within a team may be altered, but the three people registered as the team must not be changed. 

Members of a team must be active members and not senior members. The members of the team may be from different NOMs (International Team). 

The organizers shall endeavor to accommodate all the teams registered. If too many first National and International Teams are registered, a draw will be made for entry to the competition. 

2. Each NOM entering a team must also supply a judge who has debating experience.

3. At the commencement of the competition, a draw will take place to create Proposition and Opposition team pairs. During the draw, within each debate pairing, the first team drawn shall propose the motion (the Government), and the second shall oppose the motion (the Opposition). 

4. The timing and order of the speakers will be as follows:

Speaker 1 
-
Proposition
-
3 Minutes

Speaker 1
-
Opposition
-
3 Minutes

Speaker 2
-
Proposition
-
3 Minutes

Speaker 2
-
Opposition
-
3 Minutes

The Sum-Up

Speaker 1
-
Opposition
-
2 Minutes

Speaker 1
-
Proposition
-
2 Minutes

During the debate, the third member of the team, “The Coach,” shall sit with the team and give assistance to the team members in developing the argument. The coach is not entitled to speak at any time during the debate.

5. The competition shall be conducted in English.

6. Time Out. During the course of the debate, each team may elect to call for one-minute “Time Out.” During this time, team members may consult with each other.

7. Points of Information. During the course of the debate, the speakers from the opposing side may make a point of information. The opposing speaker should stand and raise a hand. The person speaking may invite the person standing to give the point of information, but is not obliged to do so. Points of information may not be made during the last minute of any speech, and not at all during the final Sum-Up speeches.

8. During the Sum-Up speeches, no new information may be brought into the argument of the debate.

9. Competing teams will be handed motions and will be given 15 minutes to prepare.

10. Points of Order may be made, and must be directed to the Chairman of the Debate. A Point of Order should only be made when an opposing team believes that a team has infringed the rules or standing orders of the debate. The decision of the Chairman of the debate is final.

11. A panel of three judges, none of whom shall be from the same NOM as the competing NOMs, will adjudicate each debate. The judges will receive debate marking sheets, which may be inspected after the results of the debate are announced and the Organizer of the Competition agrees to the inspection upon receiving an inspection request.

12. Judges will mark the debate marking sheets taking into account the following points:

*
Definition of the motion

*
Information: Level of knowledge

*
Debating skills: Ability to respond to the arguments put forward during the debate, which includes giving and receiving points of information.

*
Teamwork

*
Timekeeping

GUIDELINES
1. Teams are reminded that, when proposing a motion, they should take it literally and should keep it as open and wide as possible, thereby enabling a vibrant debate to take place. The first speaker of the proposition should   define the motion during the first speech. The judges will deduct marks if a motion is narrowed excessively.

2. Timekeeping must be strictly adhered to. A 10-second over-run may be permitted, but beyond that, the judges will deduct marks.

3. It is appreciated that not all speakers have English as a native tongue. The judges will take this into account, but not to the exclusion of the debating skills that the competition is seeking to examine.

4. Speakers should try to inject some humor into the debate.

5. This competition is an official JCI event and is run by JCI.

