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Dear 2009 World Congress Delegates and Honored Guests,

Greetings from JCI World Headquarters!

We at the JCI World Headquarters have been working hard to ensure a spectacular
experience for all delegates in beautiful Hammamet, Tunisia. This year holds many
changes for the Congress programs, parties and forums, and we are excited to
offer all delegates a fresh experience unlike any other Congress.

In this Mediterranean paradise, please take the time to savor the new programs.
Test your knowledge at Spotlight JCI, World Congress’s first-ever competitive game
show. Start each day with inspiration at the action-packed JCI Morning Show. And
at the 2009 Global Village party, we will come together under one roof for the
biggest JCI party ever.

All this is waiting for you in Hammamet. Myself and the World Headquarters Team,
as well as the Congress Organizing Committee, remain at your service. Do not hesi-
tate to ask should you have any questions.

Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you in November!

Edson A. Kodama
JCI Secretary General

Destination:
Tunisia
A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO THE
2009 JCI WORLD CONGRESS

Photos in Destination Tunisia courtesy of istockphoto.com and www.nachoua.com.



Congress
Information

Accommodation
Headquarters Hotel
Sofitel Saphir
Boulevard 7 Novembre, Yasmine Hammamet
8051 Hammamet, Tunisia
Phone: +216-72-241600, +216-72-241222

For booking assistance and information about other Congress
hotels, please visit the World Congress Website at
http://www.jciwc-hammamet2009.com/accomodation-
tours.html

Other Hotels
The Congress Organizing Committee has posted a list
and a map of nearby hotels on the Congress website
(http://www.jciwc-hammamet2009.com/accomodation-
tours.html) for your convenience.

Venues
All 2009 JCI World Congress events will take place at the Med-
ina Mediterannea Congress Center located in the Yasmine
Hammamet resort area. The Congress Organizing Committee
will provide shuttle buses to and from any off-site JCI World
Congress events for all delegates.

Registration
Delegates are strongly encouraged to register before arriving in
Hammamet at http://www.jciwc-
hammamet2009.com/register.html

Delegates can register and pick up their name badges at Camel
Gate at the following times:

• 09:00 to 18:00 on Monday, November 16 through Thursday,
November 19
• 09:00 to 12:00 on November 20

Delegates should register as soon as possible after arrival. Only
delegates who have registered will be allowed to participate in
Congress events. Admittance will be restricted to delegates
wearing Congress badges and holding event entry tickets when
necessary.

Transportation
Walking around Hammamet is the best
way to see the sites and the old city. Also,
there are taxis, buses and hired cars
called louages. All Congress events and

hotels are either within walking distance,
or transportation will be provided. See the
Congress Program for details.

Airport
Delegates flying from outside Tunisia will arrive at Tunis-
Carthage International Airport (TUN). Transportation from the
airport to Hammamet for Congress delegates will be available
through Tunisie Voyage. After exiting customs and getting your
luggage, go to the Tunisie Voyage booth for information about
the transfers. The booth will be located among the regular
airport travel agency booths. Transfer to Hammamet is also
available by taxi or bus. If traveling by taxi, be sure to agree
on a price before departure.

Language
The official language of Tunisia is Arabic, but French is the lan-
guage of commerce and is widely spoken. The primary language
of Congress is English, however there will be simultaneous inter-
pretation at certain events into the official JCI languages.

Internet Access
Delegates can access the Internet at the Internet Café at the
Trade Show in Medina Mediterranea from 07:00 to 24:00 from
Tuesday, November 17 to Saturday, November 21.

Attire at Congress Events
National dress, dark business suit or tuxedo, cocktail or
evening dress are appropriate for:
• Opening Ceremony, 18:00, Monday, November 16
• JCI Ten Outstanding Young Persons of the World (JCI TOYP)
Ceremony, 19:00, Tuesday, November 17

• Awards Ceremony, 19:00, Thursday, November 19
• Presidential Gala, 20:00, Saturday, November 21

Business suit or national dress are appropriate for:
• General Assembly
• Other business sessions

Business Casual dress is appropriate for:
• JCI Training and seminars

Casual dress (unless otherwise indicated) is appropriate for:
• National parties

Attire in Tunisia
For women traveling around Tunisia, travel resources rec-
ommend modest shirts with short or long sleeves,
pants or long dresses and skirts that fall below the
knee or lower. Tight clothing, shorts, short skirts
and sleeveless or immodest shirts may attract un-
wanted attention. Rural areas tend to be more con-
servative than tourist-heavy areas. In urban areas
of Tunisia, western-style dress is common and
widely acceptable for men.



Tunisia
Information

About Tunisia and Hammamet
Steeped in nearly 3,000 years of history and culture, don’t let
Tunisia’s ancient ruins fool you. While its history is literally set in
stone, this modern and bustling country is quickly becoming
one of the hottest destinations on the map. The main site for the
2009 JCI World Congress, Hammamet is known for its miles of
pristine sandy beaches. Climb up to the ancient fort overlooking
the sea, or hit some of the fashionable boutiques surrounding
the Medina.

Visa
Visas are sometimes required to enter Tunisia. Check with
the Tunisian embassy in your country for visa requirements.
Visas will be provided on arrival to registered delegates from
countries without a Tunisian embassy. Be sure to request
a letter of invitation from JCI World Headquarters by e-mailing
your passport information to membership@jci.cc.

Weather
Hammamet, in the north of Tunisia, has a mid-Mediterranean
climate with long summers lasting from April to November and
mild winters. In November, average temperatures range from
12-20 degrees Celsius (54-68 degrees Farenheit).

Communications
To call another country from Tunisia, begin by dialing the inter-
national access code of 00, then the country code to which you
are calling, followed by area code and then the phone number.
To call Tunisia, dial 00, then country code 216, Hammamet city
code of 72, followed by the local number.

Currency
The monetary unit is the Dinar (DT), which is divided into 1,000
millimes. Big hotels, shops and restaurants generally accept
Visa, Maestro (Switch), Diners Club, American Express and
MasterCard credit cards. Visa is the most widely accepted.
Traveler’s checks are widely accepted, and ATMs are found
in most towns and tourist resorts. Keep photocopies of all credit
cards and documents in case of theft or loss.

Electricity
Tunisia uses the European two-pronged (Europlug or Schuko)
plug. Voltage is between 220 and 240 volts. 110 to 120V
electronics require a plug adapter and a step-down transformer.
Hair dryers, curling irons, etc. require a plug adapter and
voltage converter.

Health
Check with your local health care professional about which vac-
cinations to receive before visiting Tunisia. Health requirements
may vary by country, but delegates arriving from countries
where yellow fewer is present are required by the Tunisian gov-
ernment to show proof of yellow fever vaccination.

Time Zone
Tunisian Standard Time is one hour ahead of Greenwich Mean
Time (GMT (UTC) +1 hr).

Tourism Resources
There’s something for everyone – and every type of holiday –
waiting in Tunisia. Museums and archaeological sites may
be closed on Mondays and public holidays, so plan ahead.
To find exciting excursions, check out the Congress website
(http://www.jciwc-hammamet2009.com/accomodation-
tours.html). For further details or to explore on your own,
look at the Tunisia Tourism website www.tourismtunisia.com
or www.tunisiaonline.com.

Cultural Notes
In some societies, people are uncomfortable being the subject
of a tourist’s photographs. It may also be forbidden to take pic-
tures of people (particularly women), buildings, museums, etc.
In particular, refrain from photographing anything that appears
to be associated with the military. Always ask if it is permissible
to take a photograph. If you bring a video camera you need to
declare it on your passport upon arrival, otherwise you will end
up paying taxes at customs upon your departure.

Tunisia is a majority Muslim country. If you plan on visiting a
mosque as a tourist, dress modestly in long pants or skirts and
long-sleeved shirts, and women should wear headscarves when
inside a mosque. All visitors will need to remove their shoes be-
fore entering. Once inside, speak softly, refrain from physical
contact, stay within designated tourist areas, and don’t take
photos during prayer time.

Shaking hands is a common greeting when being introduced
to someone for the first time. However, some Muslims feel
it is inappropriate for unrelated men and women to touch.
If you are unsure, watch for cues or wait until the other person
extends his or her hand before extending your own. Avoid open
displays of affection with someone of the opposite sex in pub-
lic, as it can be considered inappropriate.
Sources: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/
country_profiles/791969.stm
http://www.wordtravels.com/Travelguide/Countries/
Tunisia/Currency htp://www.sirokotravel.com/english/gen-
eral_information.asp
http://wwwn.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/tunisia.aspx
http://www.kwintessential.co.uk/resources/global-
etiquette/tunisia-country-profile.html



Opening Ceremony (Monday, November 16)
To kick off 2009 World Congress, Chief Delegates and National
Presidents from 115 countries and territories will come together
at the Opening Ceremony to greet the world, represent their
countries and model their traditional dress. Come cheer for your
National Organization, enjoy traditional Tunisian entertainment
and connect with JCI’s vibrant community of young leaders.

The JCI Ten Outstanding Young Persons of the World
(JCI TOYP) (Tuesday, November 17)
Uniting AIDS organizations, bridging the gap between deaf and
hearing through rap music, using politics to build a better world
– these are just some of the amazing achievements from hon-
orees of The JCI Ten Outstanding Young Persons of the World
(JCI TOYP) Program. Each year, JCI TOYP recognizes 10 young
people under 40 who live the JCI Mission in extraordinary ways.
Come to this year’s TOYP ceremony in Hammamet to hear
these inspiring stories of discovery, determination and ingenuity.

2010 Candidates Presentation and Public Caucus
(Wednesday, November 18)
Candidates for JCI Office come from all over the world for the
chance to represent you, the JCI Members. Come listen to who
they are and bring them your questions during the Candidates
Presentation and Public Caucus. Get to know your future JCI
President, Executive Vice Presidents and Vice Presidents as
they present their points of view about creating positive change
in the coming year.

Awards Ceremony (Thursday, November 19)
With nearly 200,000 JCI Members around the world taking
action to make sustainable positive change, the competition
is fierce in the JCI Awards Program. JCI will announce the best
of the best at the Awards Ceremony in Tunisia where you can
cheer on your National Organization and witness why JCI is one
of the globe’s leading networks of young active citizens.

JCI Creative Young Entrepreneur Award (JCI CYEA)
(Thursday, November 19)
The JCI Creative Young Entrepreneur Award recognizes young
innovators who have used creative problem solving to start
a business or improve an existing business while adhering to
the principles of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). During
2009 JCI World Congress, three finalists will present how
they’ve taken innovative concepts and turned them into practi-

cal and useful business solutions. Then JCI
don’t miss Awards Ceremony to find out
who’s the Creative Young Entrepreneur
of the Year.

World Public Speaking Championship
(Thursday, November 19)
The Area Conference winners will showcase their skills to deter-
mine who goes home with the title of JCI World Public Speaking
Champion. Cheer on your Area’s representative and hear their
thoughts on the topic “Global Impact through Local Action.”

JCI World Debating Championship
(Thursday, November 19)
In this worldwide contest, teams from all corners of the world
will face off for the title of JCI World Debating Champions.
The groups will test their teamwork, critical thinking and
problem-solving skills while discussing topics that range from
profound to comical. The competition is open to all members,
so get your group together, and check out the rules at
www.jci.cc/thejciworlddebatingchampionship.

JCI Twinning (Thursday, November 19)
The JCI Twinning Program is an opportunity for JCI organiza-
tions to exchange ideas with other members from a different
part of the world, and JCI World Congress is often the place
where Twinning partnerships begin. After finding organizations
that share your international goals, ask them about building
a Twinning partnership so that members of your organizations
can learn and understand other cultures and find opportunities
to travel and discover the world. Don’t miss the Twinning
Ceremony to see JCI National and Local Organizations
formalize their partnerships.

National Nights
JCI Members work hard all day to improve themselves and the
world around them, but there’s no reason we can’t party too.
These fiestas are the reason coffee is available outside General
Assembly. Bring your name badge to get inside, where you’ll
find friends from all over the world and enjoy the native food
and drink of the host. Check your schedule for times and
venues, or just wait until nightfall and follow the crowds.

General Assembly
JCI has the reputation of being a small United Nations.
Come see why at General Assembly, where
representatives of each of JCI’s National Organiza-
tions sit down together to vote on critical issues
and determine the future direction of the
organization. Put your finger on the pulse
of JCI and leave inspired to lead.

Congress
Classics



Motivation and Growth (Tuesday November 17)
Motivation is where great organizations begin. Growing JCI’s
Local and National Organizations to reach more young active
citizens around the globe is an essential part of the JCI Mission.
The more motivated young people we unite with, the more
positive change we can create. On November 17, we’ll explore
tools to grow our organizations and keep members motivated.

Change (Wednesday November 18)
Change can be intimidating. But as young active citizens com-
mitted to furthering the JCI Mission, we embrace the opportu-
nity to transform our communities and ourselves. Since the

adoption of the 2008 JCI Strategic Planning
Committee Recommendations, JCI

Members have taken to heart new
perspectives and ideas. On No-

vember 18, we’ll discuss how
JCI is evolving and share ef-
fective strategies to manage
change on the local level.

Members will make their
voices heard and learn
how to help JCI thrive
as a global organization.

Local Action (Thursday, November 19)
Active citizenship comes to life in local communities. It’s at the
grassroots level that JCI Members take action to overcome the
greatest challenges of our time. JCI Local Organizations are po-
sitioned to develop solutions to the problems they see around
them through local projects. On November 19, discover how
JCI Local Organizations are creating positive change.

Global Impact (Friday November 20)
JCI Members come from 5,000 communities, but in a
globalized world, our actions echo across the globe.
On November 20, delegates at JCI World Congress
will evaluate JCI’s progress with the JCI Nothing
But Nets Campaign and explore strategies
to meet our goals. Members will discuss critical
topics like the UN Millennium Development Goals
(UN MDGs) and the key role we as young active
citizens will play. We’ll also look to the future
to plan for our success.

What’s
New

Congress Daily Themes

New Events
JCI Morning Show
Start each day right with the action-packed JCI Morning Show.
You won’t want to miss this hour of lively keynote speakers,
up-to-date information, prizes and ideas on how to Be Better.

Spotlight JCI
Test your knowledge of JCI and international trivia at Spotlight
JCI, World Congress’s first-ever competitive game show. Cheer
on contestants from your Area as they flex serious intellectual
muscle in this international meeting of the minds.

Global Village
JCI’s international network spans the globe, and at the 2009
Global Village party, we will come together under one roof for
the biggest JCI party ever. Every JCI National Organization will
show their colors in a wild night of dancing, and exotic food
and beverages, all set to global rhythms.

Forums
Do you have an opinion? Make your voice heard. Come to the
discussion forums at World Congress to hear from experts,
exchange ideas and engage in-depth on issues impacting JCI
and the global community. Topics range from international
initiatives to JCI’s place in a changing world.

JCI Networking Forum
Love making connections? Everyone makes new friends at JCI
international events, and at the all-new JCI Networking Event,
you can maximize your connection potential. Share ideas to
improve your organization, your community and your world.

ICC-WCF Global Business Exchange Forum
JCI members belong to a global community of young active
citizens. Now, through Global Business Exchange (GBX), a serv-
ice of the International Chamber of Commerce-World Chambers
Federation (ICC-WCF), JCI members can expand their networks
even further. Come to the GBX forum to learn about this world

wide database of business opportunities offered by the World
Chambers Network (WCN) and how you can use it to advance
economic progress in your community, business and life.

ICC-JCI BBP Workshop
At the International Chamber of Commerce and JCI Best
Business Plan (JCI BBP) Workshop, JCI Members can learn
how to work with their local chambers of
commerce supported by the Interna-
tional Chamber of Commerce-World
Chambers Federation to run JCI BBP in
their local community.
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